
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 2009 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
RE:  COURSEWORK DEADLINES / ACADEMIC MONITORING
 
As a year group, I feel we have enjoyed a pleasant start to Year 11 since 
extremely impressed with the manner in which the majority of our students have adopted a mature and 
positive attitude towards their learning. Clearly, this is a crucial year for your son / daughter in that s/he 
will have to make some very important decisions with regards to post 16 options.
 
At Prince Henry’s Grammar School, students enjoy a varied education 
academic route or an alternative curriculum 
daughter is following, s/he will be required to complete several pieces of coursework. Could I please 
remind you of the blue booklet which I posted home last month. For your convenience, I have posted a 
copy on the school’s website: www.princehenrys.co.uk
will find websites, links or checklists that you can 
(mock) examinations and GCSEs in the Summer of 2010.
 
In addition, I have asked all teaching staff to provide me with a list of names of students who have not 
met deadlines, and I have subsequently passed these on to Form Tutors who will encourage students 
to complete any outstanding work before the Trial Exams. Any studen
outstanding will be expected to have all of these pieces up
copy of the Trial examination timetable is enclosed.
 
In the run up to the Trial Exam period, your son / daughter will need to analy
from the Review day and equally analyse cl
an attainment grade for each subject your son/daughter is following. This 
reflection of his/her performance wh
was on, above or below target. Shortly, t
timetable and will also be given a thorough exam briefing before the Trial exams

DATE 

    Thursday 19 th November     Science (Modular 1) Resits 
    CORE 

    Monday 30 th November 
    Year 11 Trial Exams start  
    (there will  
    leave) 

    14th JAN 2010: Biology  
    18th JAN 2010: Chemistry   
    20th JAN 2010: Physics 
    14th JAN 2010: Additional 

    SCIENCE MODULAR 2 
    (resits) TRIPLE ONLY

    APPLIED resits
Yours faithfully, 

 
MR. N. COOK 
YEAR LEADER (11) 
 
 

RE:  COURSEWORK DEADLINES / ACADEMIC MONITORING  / TRIAL EXAMINATIONS

As a year group, I feel we have enjoyed a pleasant start to Year 11 since September. I have been 
extremely impressed with the manner in which the majority of our students have adopted a mature and 
positive attitude towards their learning. Clearly, this is a crucial year for your son / daughter in that s/he 

very important decisions with regards to post 16 options.

At Prince Henry’s Grammar School, students enjoy a varied education –
academic route or an alternative curriculum - which may include college. Whichever route your son / 

ter is following, s/he will be required to complete several pieces of coursework. Could I please 
remind you of the blue booklet which I posted home last month. For your convenience, I have posted a 

www.princehenrys.co.uk, click on PARENTS / Study Support
will find websites, links or checklists that you can use to help your child with their forthcoming 

examinations and GCSEs in the Summer of 2010. 

have asked all teaching staff to provide me with a list of names of students who have not 
met deadlines, and I have subsequently passed these on to Form Tutors who will encourage students 
to complete any outstanding work before the Trial Exams. Any students who have coursework 
outstanding will be expected to have all of these pieces up-to-date before the Christmas holidays. A 

examination timetable is enclosed. 

In the run up to the Trial Exam period, your son / daughter will need to analyse again his/her targets 
from the Review day and equally analyse closely the Progress Report. The Progress Report contains

grade for each subject your son/daughter is following. This attainment
s/her performance when staff completed the report and highlighted

Shortly, the year group will be advised on how to write a revision 
given a thorough exam briefing before the Trial exams

EVENT HELP / GUIDANCE
Science (Modular 1) Resits –           www.bitesize.co.uk           

  http://www.docbrown.info/page20/AQAscience.htm
Year 11 Trial Exams start   
(there will  NOT be study  

    A full set of revision checklists for all subjects will be 
    posted on the school’s website closer to the Trial 
    Exams. Please keep a look out for these.

SCIENCE MODULAR 2  
TRIPLE ONLY. 

APPLIED resits 

    http://www.docbrown.info/page20/AQAscience.htm
    www.bitesize.co.uk 
    www.samlearning.co.uk  

/ TRIAL EXAMINATIONS  

September. I have been 
extremely impressed with the manner in which the majority of our students have adopted a mature and 
positive attitude towards their learning. Clearly, this is a crucial year for your son / daughter in that s/he 

very important decisions with regards to post 16 options. 

– whether following an 
which may include college. Whichever route your son / 

ter is following, s/he will be required to complete several pieces of coursework. Could I please 
remind you of the blue booklet which I posted home last month. For your convenience, I have posted a 

Study Support  and you 
use to help your child with their forthcoming trial 

have asked all teaching staff to provide me with a list of names of students who have not 
met deadlines, and I have subsequently passed these on to Form Tutors who will encourage students 

ts who have coursework 
date before the Christmas holidays. A 

se again his/her targets 
The Progress Report contains 

attainment grade was a 
en staff completed the report and highlighted whether or not s/he 

he year group will be advised on how to write a revision 
given a thorough exam briefing before the Trial exams. 

HELP / GUIDANCE 

http://www.docbrown.info/page20/AQAscience.htm  
A full set of revision checklists for all subjects will be  
posted on the school’s website closer to the Trial  
Exams. Please keep a look out for these. 
http://www.docbrown.info/page20/AQAscience.htm  



 
 
 

TIPS FOR PARENTS 

GCSEs are a stressful time for everyone but especially for your child. The following are some tips on things you 
can do to help your child.  

·  Be realistic – you probably have a good idea of your child’s capabilities so be realistic in your   expectations.;  
·  Encourage without putting on too much pressure. Your child should be happy and too much stress can lead to   
   failure;  
·  Take an interest in your child’s progress and praise their successes;  
·  Avoid offering bribes or presents conditional on high grades. Plenty of parents do it but it serves to put your child  
  under even more pressure and its better to encourage them to work for their own satisfaction;  
·  Give them a quiet, secure place to work, with space for display. 
 
It is important that your child remains healthy during the duration of the exams, as revision and exams are hard 
work. Make sure they eat plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables, avoid caffeine as it heightens stress levels and can 
lead to a lack of concentration. Encourage your child to get regular exercise and fresh air, and a good night’s 
sleep.  
Revision  
Revision organisation is important so that your child makes the most of the time they have for revising. Make sure 
they have all the notes and texts they need for each exam. Check that they have a sensible revision timetable 
with each exam written in plus time for rest, relaxation and family time.  

Revision is always easier in the morning after a good night’s sleep and should be done in blocks of half hour 
sessions. Regular breaks will aid in concentration and long-term memory is best aided by constant review of 
revision. Make sure your child is studying in a suitable revision environment. The environment should be quiet 
and comfortable with all the things they need to organise themselves – paper, folders, computers, pens etc. Music 
is acceptable but is better if it is slow, relaxing music and without lyrics. 

Encourage your child to revise according to their learning style to maximise effectiveness. For instance an 
auditory learner may learn better by recording their notes onto a CD or MP3 player /ipod and listening to it. A 
visual learner may learn best by creating pictures, diagrams, graphs or using colours. Kinaesthetic learners learn 
best when constantly moving around.  

Final Preparation  
During the exams it is important that your child gets a good night’s sleep. Ensure that he/she has all the 
equipment needed – pencils, pens, sharpeners, calculators etc. Find out where and when his/her exams are, wish 
him/her well and let him/her know you are supportive and that s/he can only do his/her best. It is easier said than 
done, but try to encourage your child to avoid post mortems with their friends once the exam is over.  
 
Time Management  
One of the main reasons why many young people fail to achieve a good set of GCSE grades relates less to their 
lack of ability or ambition and more to the fact that they seriously underestimate the amount of time that they need 
to set aside for revision. Many students now take 10 or more GCSEs and are therefore required to revise over 
200 GCSE topics. On the basis of 1 hour of revision per topic, this means that your child may need to complete a 
total of over 200 hours of revision. Assuming that s/he revises for 1-2 hours a day, s/he will therefore need to start 
revising at least 3-6 months before the first exam. For those taking exams in June, this means starting to revise 
in February at the very latest. It is worth running through these figures and dates with your child so that s/he 
can begin to see for him/herself the benefits of starting revision as soon as possible. A few secrets of effective 
time management: 
• Like money, time is a limited resource that should ideally be distributed according to what we value and 
therefore according to our values. If your child values his/her / grades then she needs to ensure that, at times, 
revision takes priority over other interests and activities. 
• Due to the fact that our lives tend to be structured around our routines, one of the most direct and effective ways 
that your child can release more time for revision is by changing his/her daily routine. For example, at weekends 
s/he could get up an hour earlier so that he can use this ‘extra’ time for revision. 
• In order to provide a clear revision plan and reduce stress levels, it is helpful for your child to create a revision 
timetable that clarifies what, on any given day, s/he needs to revise and for how long. (Mr Cook will provide one 
for your child nearer to the time ) 

 
 
 



 
 
 

·  Module 1 is the easiest of the three modules and students tend to 
do very well in this examination and meet their target grade.  

·  Module 3 is slightly harder and students rely upon their success at 
Module 1 and presume they will succeed with the same effort. 
Nonetheless, this module is harder and requires a lot more 
dedication and revision than Module 1.  

·  Module 5 is the hardest of the three modules and requires 
commitment, dedication and revision. It is essential that consistent 
effort is applied to the preparation for this examination throughout 
Year 11 as it counts for over half of the final mark and therefore 
will decide whether a student achieves at least a grade C or not. 
Understanding of each element is essential. The two-part 
examination will take place 7th June and 11th June 2010 

 

 
 
 
 
 

GCSE MATHS  

 
   
  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE ENGLISH  
 


